
DEPARTMENTAL TIME LIMITS FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES  
 
 Pre-Candidacy Support Total Registered Normative 
Department Time Limit Time Limit Time Limit Time 
 
Anthropology     4 years    8 years    9 years  8 years 
   M.D./Ph.D. **    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Audiology     2 years    5 years    6 years  4 years 
 
Bioengineering (eff. F08 admits)    3 years    6 years    7years  5 years 
   M.D./ Ph.D.**    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
   Joint Doctoral Program   4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
    
Bioinformatics    3 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
   M.D./Ph.D. **    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
     
Biology (eff. F99 Admits)     4 years    7 years    7 years  5 years 
    Joint Doctoral Program   5 years    8 years    8 years  5 years 
    M.D./Ph.D.**    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Biomedical Sciences      4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
    M.D./Ph.D.**    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Biostatistics       3 2/3 years    5 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Chemical Engineering   4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
Chemistry     4 years    6 1/3 years  7 1/3 years  5 1/3 years 
    Joint Doctoral Program   4 years    6 1/3 years  7 1/3 years  5 1/3 years 
    M.D./Ph.D. **    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Clinical Psychology    5 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
    M.D./Ph.D. **    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Cognitive Science    4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
    Cog Sci & Interdisc. Prog.   4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
    M.D./Ph.D. **    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Communication    4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
 
Comp. Study in Lang.,  
  Society & Culture    4 years    6 years    8 years  6 years 
 
CSE 
   w/Masters     4 years    7 years    8 years  4 years 
   w/o Masters     4 years    7 years    8 years  5 years 
   M.D./Ph.D. **    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
 
 
** Calculated from first quarter of enrollment in the Ph.D. program  



 Pre-Candidacy Support Total Registered Normative 
Department Time Limit Time Limit Time Limit Time 
 
Data Science     4 years    5 years    7 years  5 years  
 
Drama & Theatre 
Joint Doctoral Program   4 years    7 years    7 years  5 years 
 
Economics     5 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
ECE 
   w/ Master’s     4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
   w/o Master’s      4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
   Joint Doctoral Program   4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
Education Studies (Ed.D.)   3 years    5 years    6 years  4 years 
Ph.D. program     4 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Ethnic Studies    4 years    6 years    9 years  6 years  
 
Geophysics     4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
 
History     4 years    7 years    8 years  7 years 
 
IR/PS/GPS      4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
IRSU      3 years    6 years    6 years  4 years 
 
Language & Comm. 
Disorders     4 years    7 years    8 years  5 years  
 
Linguistics     4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
 
Literature      3 1/3 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
   
Materials Science    4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
Mathematics     4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
Math & Science Education   4 years    5 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
   Engineering Physics    4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
   All Others     4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
   M.D./Ph.D.**    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
   Joint Doctoral Program   4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
 
 
 
 
** Calculated from first quarter of enrollment in the Ph.D. program 



 Pre-Candidacy Support Total Registered Normative 
Department Time Limit Time Limit Time Limit Time 
 
Music 
   DMA w/Master’s (eff.2/96)   4 years    6 years    6 years  4 years 
   DMA w/oMaster’s    6 years    7 years    8 years  6 years  
   Ph.D. w/Master’s (eff.2/91)   4 years    6 years    6 years  4 years 
   Ph.D. w/o Master’s    6 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
   All DMA/Ph.D.    4 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
   (eff. FA20 admits) 
  
NanoEngineering (eff. WI21) 4 years      6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
Neurosciences    4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
   M.D./Ph.D.**    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Philosophy     4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
 
Physics 
   Theoretical (eff. FA19)   3 years       7 years    7 years  5 years 
   Experimental (eff. FA19)   3 years       8 years    8 years  6 years 
   Astrophysics     4 years    7 years     7 years  5 years 
   M.D./Ph.D. **    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Political Science    4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
 
Political Science and     
International Affairs    4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
 
Psychology     4 years    8 years    8 years  5 years 
 
Public Health     4 years       6 years    7 years  5 years 
   M.D./Ph.D. **    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Rady – Management    3 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
SIO      4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
   M.D./Ph.D. **    3 years    6 years    6 years  5 years 
 
Sociology     4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
 
Structural Engineering   4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
   Joint Doctoral Program   4 years    6 years    7 years  5 years 
 
Visual Arts     4 years    7 years    8 years  6 years 
 
 
** Calculated from first quarter of enrollment in the Ph.D. program 
 
 
Revised 01/18/24  


	Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering

